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  THEY’RE ALL SPECIAL

CLAIRE LAMARRE-GOYER
Program Principal

Special Education and Faith

Dear Colleagues: I take pleasure in subm itting this

piece which I hope w ill be useful to a ll of you in

helping children with learning disabilities function

better in the classroom.  

A DEFINITION: 

Varying in severity, learning disabilit ies refer to a

variety of disorders that affect the acquisition,

retention, understanding, organization or use of

verbal and/or non-verbal information in the following:

-oral language (listening, speaking, understand ing); 

-reading (decoding, comprehension); 

-written language (spelling, written expression); 

-mathematics (computation, problem solving).

EARLY WARNING SIGNS:

T Speech difficulties: slow development of speech;

difficulty learning vocabulary or naming familiar

items; using two or three word phrases instead of

strings of words; speech is difficult to understand;

difficulty understanding directions or questions;

difficulty expressing wants or needs

T Social difficulties: disinterest in peer socialization;

overly aggressive or withdrawn behavior; sudden

or extreme mood changes; frequent crying or

tantrums, poor frustration tolerance

T Cognitive difficulties: difficulties understanding

cause and effect relationships; problems w ith

sequencing and one-to-one correspondence;

difficulty with basic concepts such as size, shape

and color

T Attention: being easily distracted; acting

impulsively; poor organizational skills.  

The National Center for Learning Disabilities
(www.ncld.org) provides a comprehensive list of

characteristics which pertain to dyslexia (reading
disability), dysgraphia (neurological disorder that

involves writing), dyscalculia (mathematical disability),
Attention Deficity Hyperactivity Disorder (a disorder

which affects activities in parts of the brain which
regulate impulse control and attention) and dyspraxia

(underdevelopment of the brain resulting in message not
properly transmitted to the body, producing a number of

consequences in physical and cognitive areas).

DIAGNOSIS: 

Learning disabilities are diagnosed by a psychologist

using a combination of educational testing (e.g., the

Woodcock Johnson) and the WISC (Weshler

Intelligence Scale).

PREVALENCE: 

It is believed that 5-15% of children can be identified

with a learning disability, which means that a teacher

can expect to have one or two children with a

learning disability in his/her classroom.  

Through the resurrection of Jesus
God has redeemed us and made us his children. 
May God bless us with joy. 
Our Redeemer has given us lasting freedom. 
May we inherit everlasting life. 
By faith, we rose with Jesus in baptism. 
May our lives be holy, so that we will be united with Jesus forever. 

The Northeastern Catholic District School Board Administration
                    and Curriculum Team wish you and your family a

wonderful, safe, and blessed Easter.
LINDA

Program Supervisor



PROGNOSIS:

Learning disabilities do not go away.  Children with

learning d isabilities usually becom e adults with

learning disabilities.  Often, however, adults have

learned to compensate for their disability.  

STRATEGIES: 

According to Dr. J. Burke Baird, Pediatrician, children

with learning disabilities can only be helped with an

understanding within the educational comm unity of
the importance of appropr iately designed and
effecti vely implemented in -class accommodations .
{....} Like a ph ysical disab ility, a learn ing disa bility is a
significan t and quite possibly permanent  difference
in the funct ion of a ch ild which  impact s on his or her
ab ility to perfo rm  ce rtain  tasks.  The best place to

begin when programming for an LD child is to read

the psychological assessment carefully. It provides

the child’s strengths, needs and strategies.  Providing

children who have learning disabilit ies with resource

withdrawal and remedial help is not sufficient.  They

need to learn the skil ls necessary to become

successful learners.  

The child’s IEP, therefore, should offer practical and

useful classroom modifications and

accommodations to help the child access the

curriculum based not only on his/her needs but on

his/her strengths as a learner.  The following is a list of

some of the most common and effective strateg ies:

- preferential seating  - reduced assignments 
- alternative assignments  - extended time lines 
 -taping of content material - peer tutor/reader 
- oral testing - use of calculator
- multiplication matrix  - graphic organizers
- agenda - pre- and post-teaching
- special materials such as graph paper, felt tip markers,  
  specially lined paper 
- use of slides (e.g. overhead projector  
  or multimedia presentations)
- accepting a different project instead of a report 
- list of commonly used words (personal dictionary)
- daily schedule posted on child’s desk 
- use of concrete teaching materials 

In more severe cases (and depending on the nature

of the learning disab ility), the use of a computer w ith

specialized software such as

Kurzweil, WYNN, WordQ and

word processing are the only

tools which allow students to

access the curriculum with a

measure of success.  Most

classrooms in our system have

computers and the ir use should

be encouraged for LD students.

The following websites provide additional information

on learning disab ilities:

www.ldao.ca (Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario)
www.ldonline.org (Leading website for teachers, parents and
other professionals)
www.ldrc.ca (Learning Disabilities Resource Community)
www.schwablearning.org (Parent guide to helping kids with
learning disabilities). 

BALANCI NG LI TERACY

AT ECCS

At ECCS we  have exp anded th e primary
Balance d Literac y into our  junior divi sion.
The grade 4/5 and grade 5/6 classes with
support  from the SER T have imp lemented
Balance d Literac y in their l iteracy bl ock in
the morning and are having great success
with it. This has led to the expansion of our
Reading Resources se ction in th e library
where juni or sets of bo oks have be en
packaged and catalogued and added t o our
primary le veled book s collect ion.

 Teachers a re making us e of the Rea ding
A-Z subscription for the school for
additional reading material for the
students. In particular, the boys have
been able to find excellent non-fiction
stories w hich keep  their intere st. We a re
looking to fu rther expa nd our Ba lanced
Literacy  into the i ntermedia te divisi on in
September.



ON THE RIGHT PATH

JOHN D’ALESSANDRI
Program Principal

Successful Pathways

The Student Success initiat ive continues to build

momentum. The enthusiasm and commitment from 

all of the teachers in grades 7-12 toward increasing

student success can only be described as

overwhelming. I know that teaching can sometimes

be a frustrating profession, however the rewards of

watching a strugg ling student succeed and gain

confidence serve to remind us of why we became

teachers in the first place. Student Success is all

about confidence building and watching students

blossom as they realize that school is a place where

they can come to be successful and feel good

about their accomplishments. Thanks for all the great

work you do on a daily basis to make a difference in

the lives of all of our students.

WHAT’S NEW IN STUDENT SUCCESS?

All teachers from grades 7-12 have completed the ir

first session in building literacy rich units for their

classrooms. The feedback from these sessions has

been outstanding and the units being produced w ill

surely lead to more success for all of our students. The

book Read ing Strateg ies in the Co nten t Areas : A
Guide for Lesson Planning has been very well

received and we will continue to try to build and

purchase resources that w ill lead to success. 

Several teachers are using Later Literacy Intervention

and the early results are not only encouraging but

outstanding. All teachers are report ing gains in

student reading, but perhaps more importantly they

are reporting ga ins in student confidence. Students

who would not answer questions o r read in class will

now willingly do both. Confidence is a beautiful and

powerful weapon in the fight against failure. Thank

you to all of you who have made sacrifices to include

Later Literacy into or outside of your regular school

day. We will continue to look for new and innovative

ways to make sure that more of our students from

grades 4-12 can be touched by the power that

comes from the ability to read fluently. 

O’Gorman High School has just launched an exciting

new program to aid students at risk, called Steps to

Success.  The work of Glenn Sheculski, David Lee and

Lisa Yee were instrumental in securing the funding

and approval for this project. 

RESOURCES AVAILABLE FOR TEACHERS 

The money for in-class libraries has all been spent

and it is my understanding that many of these books

are already in your classrooms. Please remember

that there is money available to purchase new novels

for your c lassroom. I also have suggestions for a ll

levels to help engage students and help them  to

realize that reading is fun.  Gordon Korman’s No
Mo re Dead D ogs is highly recommended for grade

8. A few of our classes are using this funny, witty look

at the life of Wallace Wallace, the lead characte r,

who cannot  tell a lie. If you have any questions

about how to access these funds, call me at

extension 3229.  All grade 7-12 teachers now have a

copy of Read ing Strateg ies In the Co nten t Areas:  A
Guide to Lesson Planning .  As well the resource The
Write Genre  was distributed to a ll grade 7-8 teachers.

This easy to use resource matches with our work on

the six traits and includes lesson plans and graphic

organizers  fo r each chapter. 

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

i March 30 -31: Training on the new Locally Developed
Courses for grades 9-10

i April 11-13: Joyce MacDonald, Later Literacy Intervention
i April 26: Math Workshop with Trevor Brown 
i April 28-29: Math Workshop, Sudbury, for three trainers
i April: Second Planning Day for Intermediate Teachers
i May 25: Math workshop follow-up, Trevor Brown 

Thank you all for your dedication and commitment.

When you begin to question whether or not you are

making a difference remember the following story:

Once u pon a ti me ther e was a wise man that  used to go to
the ocean to d o his writing.  One day he was  walking along
the shore. As he looke d down the be ach, he s aw in the
distance a per son picking u p something and gently throwing
it into the ocean.   As he g ot closer h e called o ut, “Good
morning! What are you  doing?”
The yo ung lady loo ked u p and r eplied , “Thr owing starfish  in
the ocean.”
The man rephras ed his que stion. “I gues s I should have
asked, why are you throwing starfish in the ocean?”
The young lad y replied, “Th e sun is u p and the tide is  going
out.  And if I do  not throw them in th ey will die.”
“But young lady, don’t you real ize that there are  miles of
beach and starfish all along it . You can’t possibly make a
difference!”
The young lad y listened pol itely. Then be nt
down, picked up another starfis h and
threw it back into the  ocean, and said,
“It made a differe nce for that one .”



CURRICULUM CORNER

KAREN ROWE
Program Principal

Curriculum 

THE BIG PICTURE...

As you know, the focus in curriculum is on literacy and

numeracy.  Our Board is providing support for

teachers in these areas through various professional

development opportunities.  Training takes place at

the provincial level, where representatives from

different regions are trained.  Following this training,

team mem bers return to their individual boards and

train lead teachers.   

Thank you to lead literacy and lead numeracy

teachers in the primary div ision for your leadership

and interest in professional growth.  We will be calling

for lead literacy and numeracy teachers for the junior

division this year also.  Training may take place later

in the school year.

GOOD NEWS...

Congratulations to Savine Cull, grade 8 student at

English Catholic Central School,  who received a

special award from the Canadian Institute for the

Blind for her work entitled, The Hoc key Poem.

Also, kudos to Cheryl Ricco and the staff at Holy

Family School for an impressive Science

Fair.  The degree of student

participation was incredible and the

science projects were delightful. 

Two projects will be submitted

for participation in the Timmins

Regional Science Fair.  Thank

you to all teachers who bring the

science curriculum to life for

their students.  

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITIES

There are a number of schools in our Board who are

moving toward creating professional learning

communities. P.L.C.’s can be characterized by

collaborat ion, using data to foc us on results and

acti on to meet t he needs of learners who are not
dem onstrating succe ss.

Our staff meetings should include a professional

development component, and I know that in many

schools sharing and meaningful dialogue is taking

place during the regularly scheduled staff meetings.  

SUGGESTIONS FOR DIFFERENT P.D. ACTIVITIES:
i bring samples of student work to share with colleagues;

discussion centers around how that particular artifact would
be leveled (consistency in assessment)

i share strategies and approaches that are working in the
classroom; dialogue stems from this sharing of effective
practices

i focus on the goals of the school improvement plan with staff
and discuss how goals are being measured and the degree to
which the stated goals are being met

i ask a member of the team to share a professional article and
encourage dialogue stemming from it

i have team members choose a ‘leader’ for a p.d. session
(brief) on a general area of interest - this could include topics
such as gender differences in the reading experience, the L.D.
learner in the mainstream classroom, the power of reflective
practice  

i share strategies for meeting the needs of learners with
behavioural difficulties

i review the Individual Education Plan for students, as a team
i discuss the difference between a student functioning at level

1 and the need for an Individual Education Plan
i discuss strategies for bringing literacy into mathematics; this

may include sharing highlights of math texts and identifying
the emphasis on the importance of reading/comprehension
skills in order to meet the expectations

i share the effective use of graphic organizers in different
subject areas 

If you have questions about any aspect of the

Professional Learn ing Community, p lease don’t

hesitate to contact me, or other members of the

Curriculum Team.

FINALLY...

Thank you f or your ongoi ng work and
imp lem enta tion o f a ‘ba lanc ed ’ app roa ch  to
literac y.  We view our approach as sensitive to

multiple intell igences and as a compassionate way

of bringing literacy to life for our students.  There is a

line in Alfie Kohn’s book, The

Schools Our Children

Deserve: “At the end of the

year, those kids will know

how to ‘decode’, but so

what, if they don’t want to

pick up a book.”  We are

doing a good job of

fostering a love of reading

in our youngest readers. 

Thank you for your work.


