
FOLLOWING THE ASSESSMENT:

◆ the classroom teacher may make changes to
improve the student’s program

◆ staff may recommend a Special Education
Identification, Placement and Review Committee
(IPRC) meeting to determine whether the student
is an exceptional pupil

◆ an Individual Education Plan (IEP) may be
developed stating the student’s needs and listing
the strategies to meet those needs

◆ the student may receive services from the Special
Education Resource Teacher at the school or be
referred to other service providers (e.g., Behaviour
Resource, Speech and Language Pathologist,
Occupational Therapy, Counselling Agency,
Pediatrician)

◆ in specialized cases, assessment reports may be
used to support claims to the Ministry of
Education for additional special education funding
for classroom support

◆ the findings may result in a diagnosis of a disorder
such as a learning or intellectual disability – such
diagnoses will always be communicated by the
supervising psychologist, clearly stated on the
written report and discussed at the school
meeting. The psychologist will attend a school
meeting or contact the parent by phone in order
to communicate a diagnosis

◆ parents may consult the supervising psychologist
any time about a psychological diagnosis,
assessment results or to clarify assessment
procedures
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ASSESSMENTS MAY INCLUDE:

◆ interviews with school staff

◆ review of information in the Ontario Student
Record (OSR)

◆ student work samples

◆ observations of the student at school

◆ testing the student at school

◆ gathering information from sources in the
community (physicians, agencies, etc.) upon receipt
of further written parental consent

TESTS MAY INCLUDE:

ACHIEVEMENT - how the student is doing in school
subjects like reading, spelling and math.

INTELLIGENCE - how capable the student may be
on a variety of ability measures.

INFORMATION PROCESSING - specific strengths
and weaknesses in various areas such as memory,
auditory processing, motor coordination.

BEHAVIOUR SCALES - strengths and needs in the
area of behaviour and social adjustment at school.

PERSONALITY - how the student feels about self
and others.

CONFIDENTIALITY IS PROVIDED BY:

◆ gathering information in a sensitive and private
manner *

◆ individual visits with students in a private room at
school

◆ sharing assessment results only with school board
staff involved with the student

*If there is risk that students may harm others or themselves or
that someone may have harmed them, the psychometrist or
psychologist is obligated to inform others to ensure safety.

ASSESSMENT RESULTS:

◆ are shared with parents or guardians and school
staff at a follow-up meeting at the school

◆ include a description of the student’s strengths and
needs and an understanding of how these may
affect the student’s performance at school

◆ lead to recommendations for improving the
educational program and delivery of services for
students

◆ provide an opportunity for participants to discuss
their views of the student and to ask questions
about the findings

◆ allow home and school to work together as a
team to provide the best support for students

ASSESSMENT REPORTS:

◆ are given to parents or guardians (usually at the
follow-up school meeting)

◆ are prepared by the psychometrist and co-signed
by the supervising psychologist

◆ can be made available to others (physicians,
agencies, etc.) with further written parental
consent

◆ are stored in locked, confidential files (Ontario
Student Record at school and Student Services
files at the Education Centre)

◆ are stored with the assessment documents in
locked psychological lfiles at the Education Centre
for at least ten years after the student turns 18

The Peterborough Victoria Northumberland and
Clarington Catholic District School Board is
committed to integration and the support of
programs which equip students with the skills
necessary to participate meaningfully in an integrated
classroom setting. The ministry of Catholic Education
in Peterborough,Victoria, Northumberland, and
Clarington is directed toward supporting excellence
for all.

Psychological Assessment is a method of
collecting information about students’ learning and
adjustment at school in order to identify their
strengths and needs.This information is then used to
improve academic programming and support.

Eligibility
Students attending the Peterborough Victoria
Northumberland and Clarington Catholic District
School Board are eligible to receive psychological
assessment services when referred by the School
Resource Team at the school. Students with
documented learning or adjustment problems are
referred when further information is required in
order to understand their strengths and needs. Each
referral form must be accompanied by written
informed consent by the parent(s) or guardian(s).

Service Delivery
Psychological Assessment staff include psychometrists
who are qualified at the graduate level to conduct
professional psychological assessments and a
registered psychologist who is responsible for their
work. The psychologist is also available for
consultation and direct service to students.
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