
Target Grades and
Program Duration
Learning Centres are offered for both primary and
junior grades. Duration of the program is 16 weeks or
35 weeks depending upon Learning Centre location.

Specialized Staff
c Special Education Resource Teacher

c Learning Centre Program Workers with specific
qualifications in programs for learning disabled
students

c Support of Special Education Consultant

Integration Procedures
Learning Centre Program Workers assist the students
to integrate into their regular classroom curriculum
by visiting each Learning Centre student at their
home school and supporting the students with
learning strategy accommodations which allow them
to participate in grade level activities.

Program Locations
Present Learning Centre locations include:

Mother Teresa, Courtice
St. Michael’s, Cobourg
St. Patrick’s, Peterborough
St. Alphonsus, Peterborough
St. Dominic’s, City of Kawartha Lakes

Community Agencies
For additional information you may contact:

Learning Disabilities Association of Peterborough
(705) 748-9455  •  (866) 503-3303

Learning Disabilities Association of Peterborough
(Bowmanville Office)  •  (905) 623-1852

Learning Disabilities Association of Peterborough
(Northumberland Services)  •  (905) 373-7033

Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario
www.ldao.on.ca
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Criteria & Eligibility
Students who are identified as learning disabled, or
present characteristics of a learning disability, may be
considered for this program.

Learning disabled students may experience
impairments in one or more of the following
psychological processes:

c phonological processing;

c memory and attention;

c processing speed;

c language processing;

c perceptual-motor processing;

c visual-spatial processing;

c executive functions (e.g. planning, monitoring 
and metacognitive abilities).

Learning disabled students often have
strengths in the following areas 
among others:

c comprehension of material at or close to 
grade level;

c expressive language skills;

c music, art;

c particular curriculum areas (eg. math, science).

Referrals
Referrals are made through the School Resource
Team (SRT) which is chaired by the school Principal.
Student’s names may also be forwarded following a
psychological assessment.

When students are selected as possible
candidates for referral at each home school:

c parents/guardians are asked to provide verbal
permission;

c the Special Education Resource Teacher will
complete informal academic assessments;

c the Special Education Resource Teacher
completes an application form and forwards this
to the appropriate Learning Centre school.

Acceptance Procedures
A committee consisting of the Learning Centre
Teacher, host school Principal, School Board
Psychometrist and Special Education
Coordinator/Consultant, review each application
thoroughly and look for those candidates who best
meet the criteria.

When the students are selected as Learning
Centre candidates:

c the home school is informed and will notify the
parent/guardian;

c Parents/guardians will  receive a “Confirmation of
Learning Centre Placement”;

c Parents/guardians will also receive a “Parental
Consent for Learning Centre Placement”.

The Peterborough Victoria Northumberland and
Clarington Catholic District School Board is
committed to serving the educational needs of all
students.The Board supports the meaningful
integration of all students in a regular classroom in
order to meet the student’s educational needs.
Specialized programs have been designed to meet
unique needs for some students where meaningful
integration remains the eventual program goal once
the necessary learning skills have been acquired by
the student.These programs are offered at a variety
of sites with specialized staff.

Program Description
The Learning Centres are housed at various locations
throughout the Peterborough Victoria
Northumberland and Clarington Catholic District
School Board.They provide an alternate, short-term
classroom placement for students identified with a
learning disability or having characteristics of a
learning disability.The students chosen to participate
in a Learning Centre program are struggling to
function successfully in an integrated classroom
setting and require a systematic and sequential skills
based program.The program implemented at each
Learning Centre focuses on the development of
literacy and numeracy skills, along with the
development of self-esteem and self-advocacy skills.
Participating students learn strategies to compensate
for their particular learning difficulties in order to
increase their independence and academic success.

Each Learning Centre has spaces for ten students and
runs as a half day program, four days a week. Special
transportation is provided for the children and is
arranged through the school board.The student is
integrated at their home school for the remainder of
the school day(s).
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Learning Disabilities
are specific and

not global impairments.




