


INTRODUCTION
Students in all grades enjoy the
benefits of the French as a second
language programs offered in
Peterborough Victoria Northumberland
and Clarington Catholic District School
Board (PVNCCDSB) schools.

Studying French enhances a child’s
education in many different ways.
Learning another language expands
communication skills, and gaining fluency in French can have career
benefits and/or lead to other educational opportunities. While
gaining confidence and proficiency in the language, students also
gain an awareness of another culture and a broader view of the
world — and with this they naturally develop a better understanding
of our society.

The aim of the French Immersion program is to provide students
with the skills they need to communicate in a second language. It
enables students to develop strong fundamental skills in oral
communication (listening and speaking), reading and writing as well
as providing students with an understanding of the cultures of
French-speaking societies by integrating cultural study into daily
language instruction.

FRENCH IMMERSION PROGRAM

SENIOR KINDERGARTEN TO GRADE 12

French Immersion, which has been offered as an optional program
in our Board since 1981, is one of the most effective methods
known for teaching a second language.

In PVNCCDSB schools, the French Immersion program is “Early
Immersion.” This means that 90% of instruction, in Senior
Kindergarten and Grade 1, is given in French. When English
Language Arts (reading, writing, and oral communication) is
introduced in Grade 2, the percentage of French instruction is
decreased to 80%. From this point on, more English instruction is
added while other subjects continue to be taught in French,
following the same curriculum as the regular English program.
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By Grade 7, half of the instruction is in French
and half is in English.

In secondary school, students are required to
complete a combined total of 10 credits in
French and/or in other subjects taught in French
in order to receive a certificate in French
Immersion.

Early Immersion works well because it takes
advantage of young children’s inherent
inclination to learn languages, and their natural

ability for mimicry, memorization, and repetition; they face new
challenges with enthusiasm and an open mind. As the teacher
communicates with them in French, they go about the same
activities as their peers in the English program — and easily pick up
the vocabulary and rhythm of the language.

Research shows that success in learning a language is directly
related to the amount of time spent hearing and speaking it. The
Board’s Early Immersion program offers students more time for
learning French, and they naturally develop confidence and an
ability to speak with native-like fluency.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT
FRENCH IMMERSION

Q Will French Immersion affect my child’s English language skills?

A English language skills and other academic skills of Immersion students
generally do not suffer. There is often a lag in the development of English
language skills in grades one and two, but once English language
instruction begins, the deficit usually disappears. Studies indicate that
by the end of Grade 6, French Immersion students have comparable
academic skills to their peers in the English program while being
significantly ahead in French.
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Q Will my child be getting the same instruction as she/he would in the
English program?

A Yes. The program follows the identical Ministry of Education guidelines
as the English program. French is the language of instruction in many
subject areas. Textbooks and resources to support these areas are in
French. The learning experiences are as rich and varied in the French
program as in the English program.

Q No one at home speaks French. How can I help a child who is in French
Immersion?

A The French Immersion program is designed for children of non-French
speaking parents. Parents play an important role by reading regularly in
English to their children. School principals and teachers can suggest
other ways to support the program at home.

Children who thrive in the Immersion program usually display some or
all of the following characteristics:

v enjoyment of language

v strong listening and focusing skills

v strong communication skills in their mother tongue

v a positive attitude toward new experiences

While most children adapt and do well in the Immersion program,
remember: each child is unique. Ultimately, parents must make their
decision based on what they feel is in their child’s best interest.

Q What happens if my child has academic difficulties in French
Immersion?

A There are many and varied reasons why a child might be experiencing
difficulty. Initially, the classroom teacher
provides additional assistance for those
having problems grasping the curriculum. If
this does not address the difficulty, then a
consultation is usually arranged involving
the Special Education Resource teacher,
the classroom teacher, the principal, the
parents, and sometimes the child. From
there, based on his/her individual situation,
the best plan of action is discussed and
acted on.
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Q Is a special education program available to
French Immersion students?

A Special Education services are available in
the English language for Immersion
students. The school may provide some
French language remedial help.

SUGGESTIONS FOR PARENTS
OF FRENCH IMMERSION STUDENTS

v Speak positively about the program, the teacher(s) and the school.
Express any questions or concerns you might have to the teacher or
principal, not to your child. Remember: your child’s progress in the
program will be affected by your attitude, and his/her success depends
on the efforts and mutual support of those at home as well as at school.

v Let your child know that you are pleased with his/her progress; but do
not expect him/her to provide you with an account of each day’s
activities. Children take the routines of school for granted, and often
want a change of subject when they reach home.

v Children who are eager to speak French at home should be encouraged
to do so, but never forced.

v Do not attempt to correct your child if you are uncertain of the correct
expression or pronunciation. Give your child the benefit of the doubt and
let him/her teach you!

v Take advantage of situations which increase your child’s exposure to
French language and culture, such as French television programs,
cultural events, music, and books.

v Do not compare your child’s progress with his/her classmates’. No two
students develop and learn at exactly the same rate, nor in exactly the
same way.

v Assist your child in completing class assignments or projects by helping
with organizational or presentation skills, by helping him/her locate
appropriate resources for research or reference, and by explaining
specific concepts in English, if necessary.
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v Volunteer to help at the school, either in
the classroom, as a chaperone, or with
the Catholic School Council.

v Become a member of Canadian Parents
for French (CPF). More information on this
organization can be found at www.cpf.ca

FEATURES OF THE FRENCH IMMERSION PROGRAM

Enrichment activities are offered for students in the French Immersion
program.

Student Exchanges
Students may participate in various exchanges outside Ontario and outside
Canada. These exchanges — with Quebec or European students, for
example — greatly contribute to the cultural and linguistic education of
students, enhancing their overall perspective on life.

Monitors
In some schools, Official Language Monitors provide extra help for students
learning French. Monitors are post-secondary students who assist
classroom teachers by providing enriched activities to pupils. The monitors
bring with them a cultural and linguistic background well suited to French as
a second language learning.

Cultural Activities
Living the French language through activities such as drama presentations,
folk dancing, singing, art projects, cooking, and special celebrations is an
important component of French as a second language. Community
organizations such as Canadian Parents for French (CPF), the public library,
or local Francophone organizations often offer extra-curricular programs in
French. Check your local newspaper or contact these groups for more
information.
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Career Opportunities
The French Immersion program is designed to lead to second language
proficiency. Careers in fields such as education, national and foreign
government service, travel and international work in commerce and industry
are accessible to people who can communicate in more than one language.

Registration
The French Immersion program begins in Senior Kindergarten. French
Immersion information meetings are usually held prior to February
kindergarten registration. Please contact your local Immersion school for
dates. Criteria for late entry can be discussed with the school principal.

Transportation
Transportation is provided for qualifying students who live within the
boundaries established for each school offering the French Immersion
program. To determine which school your child should attend, please
contact the schools listed in the Directory of Schools on page 8 in this
booklet, or call the Planning and Transportation Department of the Board at
(705) 748-4861, ext. 214.

For More Information
Questions about the French Immersion program can be directed to the
principals of the schools which offer the program. Information is also
available from the Curriculum Consultant for French as a Second Language
at the Catholic Education Centre, (705) 748-4861.
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DIRECTORY OF
FRENCH IMMERSION SCHOOLS

French Immersion programs are available at the following schools:

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

PPeetteerrbboorroouugghh CCoouunnttyy

St. Anne’s Elementary School
(Primary / Junior / Intermediate)

240 Bellevue Street
Peterborough, ON  K9H 5E5
Tel.: (705) 742-3342
Fax: (705) 742-7060

St. Catherine Elementary School
(Primary / Junior / Intermediate)

1575 Glenforest Blvd.
Peterborough, ON  K9K 2J6
Tel.: (705) 742-6109
Fax: (705) 742-4549

CCiittyy ooff KKaawwaarrtthhaa LLaakkeess

St. Dominic Elementary School
(Primary / Junior / Intermediate)

320 Mary Street West
Lindsay, ON  K9V 5X5
Tel.: (705) 878-3660
Fax: (705) 878-1086

NNoorrtthhuummbbeerrllaanndd CCoouunnttyy

Notre Dame Elementary School
(Intermediate)

760 Burnham Street
Cobourg, ON  K9A 2X6
Tel.: (905) 377-9967
Fax: (905) 377-1214

St. Michael’s Elementary School
(Primary / Junior)

23 University Avenue West
Cobourg, ON  K9A 2G6
Tel.: (905) 372-4391
Fax: (905) 372-1452

MMuunniicciippaalliittyy ooff CCllaarriinnggttoonn

St. Joseph’s Elementary School
(Primary / Junior / Intermediate)

90 Parkway Crescent
Bowmanville, ON  L1C 1C3 
Tel.: (905) 623-5151
Fax: (905) 623-6783

SECONDARY SCHOOLS

PPeetteerrbboorroouugghh CCoouunnttyy

St. Peter’s Secondary School
(Intermediate / Senior)

733 Parkhill Road West
Peterborough, ON  K9J 8M4
Tel.: (705) 745-1358
Fax: (705) 745-5025

NNoorrtthhuummbbeerrllaanndd CCoouunnttyy

St. Mary’s Secondary School
(Intermediate / Senior)

1050 Birchwood Trail
Cobourg, ON  K9A 5S9
Tel.: (905) 372-4339
Fax: (905) 373-4529

MMuunniicciippaalliittyy ooff CCllaarriinnggttoonn

St. Stephen’s Secondary School
(Intermediate / Senior)

3 Middle Road
Bowmanville, ON  L1C 3K2
Tel.: (905) 623-3990
Fax: (905) 623-9991
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